POLAND AND THE WAR OF 1914-1918
against Russia. Ill 1887 he was arrested and sentenced
to exile in Siberia on suspicion of complicity in the plot
to kill the Czar Alexander III. One of his brothers, also
arrested, was hanged. In 1893 Pilsudski returned from
Siberia and became the editor of the Marxist Socialist
paper Robotnik (The Worker). For seven years he lived
the underground life of a revolutionary, under an assumed
name, perpetually in furtive movement. In 1900 he was
again arrested and imprisoned, this time in Warsaw.
Feigning insanity, he was sent to an asylum in St. Peters-
burg, from which he escaped with the connivance of a
Polish physician. In 1905, the year of the abortive
revolutionary movement fa Russia, Pilsudski began to
organize armed insurrection against the Czarist regime.
He called his movement *' The Association of Active
Struggle," and out of it formed a series of secret riflemen's
associations, which were the nucleus of the future Pil-
sudski legions. In 1908 he planned the hold-up and
robbery of a Czarist government train loaded with
bullion.
Upon the shoulders of this powerfiil, courageous, and
indomitable patriot fell, in 1914, the burden of animating,
organizing, and creating the new Poland. With the
outbreak of war he shed his socialism and became
exclusively a Polish Nationalist, ready to accept help
from any source so long as it enabled him to overthrow
the oppressor and free his country. By instinct and
tradition he was Russophobe. While other Polish
patriots placed their hopes in the sympathy of the
Western allies, or the promises of Russia, Pilsudski relied
upon his own, at first meagre, strength.
Nevertheless, the resurrection of Poland, when it
came, was due to a number of events by which the Poles
profited, but over which they had little control. First
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